Il. A Taiwanese in California—
for Piano Solo and Fixed Media

from Between Mikrokosmos and Makrokosmos

Duration: ca. 6’30”

Chen-Kang Kao
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Program Note
Being the second work of the book Between Mikrokosmos and Makrokosmos, the piece gets its name from the inspiration of
George Gershwin’s symphonic poem An American in Paris. The piece describes my impression of California and my memory of
Taiwan after I came to California to study. Ground bass is from my Between Mikrokosmos and Makrokosmos 1. “Plague” in the hope
that the music in the book can extend.

In the piano part, I used the rhythm of a Taiwanese folk song, and the ground bass symbolizes California’s heat and dryness,
whereas the arpeggios depict its wind and ocean; in the fixed media part, I try to edit and add various effects to the piano part.

Instructions
1. The cue-sized notes are for fixed media and should not be played by the pianist.

2. Itis suggested that the pianist play the middle voice with his/her right hand and the outer voice with his/her left hand in mm. 33-
37, mm. 106-109, and m. 111.

3. When a page-turner is not accessible, it is fine to omit all the notes of the right hand in m. 85 after the first note.
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